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NEWS ADVISORY 

 

Glendale school a best practice model for urban success 
Columbus Elementary awarded for Excellence in Urban Education 

 
GLENDALE, CA --  The Glendale Unified School District Board of Education announced Tuesday 

night that Columbus Elementary School, near downtown Glendale, earned the national Excellence in 

Urban Education Award for its sustained high academic performance in an urban setting. 

 

Columbus Elementary School was one of 14 schools recognized nationwide by the National Center for 

Urban School Transformation (NCUST) at San Diego State University. The award program seeks to 

recognize the hard work of urban educators and students, educate the public about the 

accomplishments and potential of urban schools, provide a benchmark of reform and performance and 

promote best practices for transforming urban schools. 

 

“The award honors schools that have closed the achievement gap and enabled all students to do well 

academically,” School Board Member Mary Boger said, making the announcement. 

 

According to the NCUST website, awarded urban schools “serve low-income communities, have 

multiple challenges; yet, they have outstanding evidence of academic achievement for all students. 

Winning schools contribute to an ever-growing effort to understand how educators can create excellent 

urban schools for all students.” The selected schools cannot have selective admissions. 

 

Columbus was one of seven elementary schools, four middle schools and three high schools selected 

for 2012, representing six different states.  

 

“The award is validation that our dedicated staff are doing the right things,” said Columbus Principal 

Beatriz Bautista. “Our students work hard to overcome challenges,” she said. Nearly 70% of the 580-

child student body are English-language learners and the school has high utilization of free and 

reduced-price lunches, yet the school earned an Academic Performance Index (API) score of 859 in 

California Standardized Testing, ranking Columbus as a high performing school. 

 

Bautista credited her hard-working teaching staff of 26, as well as supportive parents and willing 

learners, for achieving and sustaining success at the school. 
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