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NEWS ADVISORY 

 

Clark Magnet High dedicates new marine robot 
“Johnny Lex” is a legacy of students winning Lexus Eco-Challenge 

 
GLENDALE, CA --  Clark Magnet High School is launching a new underwater robot, named “Johnny 
Lex,” in honor of local Lexus dealer Johnny Harrison, a benefactor of the school’s specialized science 
programs. The launch ceremony will be at Clark High School on Tuesday, November 29, at 8:30 a.m. 
 
The battery-powered marine robot is named in recognition of support from Johnny Harrison, Vice 
President and General Manager of Lexus of Glendale, in the 2011 Lexus Eco-Challenge, a nation-wide 
Lexus dealership philanthropic project to encourage teams of students to explore environmental issues.  
 
Grand Prize winners in the marine theme this past year, teacher advisor Dominique Evans-Bye and a 
four-student member team from the Clark Marine Science Research program, studied global organic 
and inorganic contamination in lobster, after having discovered heavy metal pollutants in California 
lobster in 2010; the team won a $70,000 prize from Lexus.  
 
The marine robot, a Pro 4 CD 300 BASE Commercial Dive remote operation vehicle (ROV) system, is 
manufactured by VideoRay, LLC. The vehicle is an upgrade of earlier equipment utilized by Clark 
students. The new robot was purchased with some of the Eco-Challenge prize money and trade-in 
value from the previous school robot, said Clark Magnet principal Doug Dall. 
 
“Johnny Lex” is a joint project with the Ventura County Sherriff’s Department, who provided the 
robot’s manipulator arm. The robot is also used, as needed by the Ventura County Sheriff and Search 
and Rescue teams. 
 
Evans-Bye and the Marine Science Research class will launch the new ROV on its first Pacific Ocean 
mission on November 30 as part of continuing studies of the proliferation of species in marine 
protected areas of the Channel Islands. 
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