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ECO SAVERS 2010 FROM CLARK MAGNET HIGH SCHOOL EARN $10,000 
FOR INNOVATIVE PROJECT IN 4TH ANNUAL LEXUS ECO CHALLENGE 

 

Qualifies to Compete for $30K Grand Prize 
 
 Glendale, Calif., January 11, 2011 – A team of 5 students from Clark Magnet High School in La 

Crescenta, led by teacher Dominique Evans-Bye is one of 16 teams from across the country to earn $10,000 in 

scholarships and grants in the Lexus Eco Challenge, an educational program and contest that inspires and 

empowers young people to learn about the environment and take action to improve it. The Clark team is now 

qualified to participate in the Final Challenge for a chance at one of two $30,000 grand prizes.  

The winning entry for the school was part of the Land/Water Challenge.  The team’s project, Eco Savers 

2010, addressed the threat of pollution to waterways and oceans and its effects of biomagnification of organic 

and inorganic contaminants in the California spiny lobsters, Panulirus interruptus.  The team recruited divers to 

donate tissue samples from locally caught lobsters and formed a partnership with the Institute for Integrated 

Research in Materials, Environments and Society (IIRMES) lab at CSU Long Beach. At the lab, students were 

taught to test the lobster tissue samples using state of the art equipment and scientific methods. Back at Clark 

Magnet, students used Excel to find the weighted average of contaminant levels by lobster size, and then used 

ArcGIS to map the results by collection sites.  

 Teacher Evans-Bye states, “I find that students love to make a difference. The Lexus Eco Challenge 

gives them the opportunity to apply basic principles they’ve learned in biology, chemistry, math and computer 

technology classes to analyze present day problems.” 

 For each of the challenges, teams are required to define an environmental issue that is important to 

them, develop an action plan to address the issue, implement the plan, and report on the results.  

“It’s great to see so many different ways the students have delved into their projects,” said Mark 

Templin, Lexus group vice president and general manager.  “This goes to show that there is a never-ending 
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supply of environmental issues and these students are finding many unique and exceptional ways to take 

action and improve our environment.”   

 The Final Challenge will take place February – March 2011 with winners announced during Earth 

Month, April 2011.   

 For more information on the Lexus Eco Challenge, please visit: www.scholastic.com/lexus.    
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