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Our school year is off to a terrifi c start!
Every day our teachers and students are 
working hard and achieving success in our 
classrooms. Our Academic Performance 
Index (API) score rose again, this year to 851 
– well above the threshold to be described as 
a high performing school district.
I am also very pleased to announce that the 
District and the Glendale Teachers Associa-
tion have reached a tentative agreement to 
eliminate furlough days from the 2011-2012 
school year calendar, so students will enjoy a 
full 180 days of instruction this year.
In these trying economic times, this School 
District has been very fortunate for the 
careful fi scal management by the Board of 
Education, and the collaborative support of 
our employee groups while dealing with state 
budget uncertainty.
I am proud of our dedicated teachers, and 
of the strong support we receive from our 
Glendale and La Crescenta community.
Since the 70% voter approval of Measure 
S last Spring, we have been hard at work, 
planning priority projects for each of our 33 
school sites. The $270 million general obliga-
tion bond will fund building and technology 
modernization, with citizen advice and over-
sight.
Together, we are maintaining quality educa-
tion for a changing world, in a safe and 
engaging environment, for all our students

~Richard M. Sheehan, Ed.D
Superintendent of Schools

Message from Dr. Sheehan
Thomas Edison Elementary 
School has been home to a 
Spanish language dual immer-
sion program for nine year. 
Successful at developing bilin-
gual students, the school is 
designated an International 
Spanish Academy by the govern-
ment of Spain.
Consular offi cials presented 
certifi cates to Glendale’s original 
dual immersion students, now 
continuing their language studies 
at Toll Middle School.
Students in dual immersion learn 
all subjects in both the foreign 
language as well as English.
Spanish is one of seven 
languages currently taught in 
several Foreign Language Acad-
emies of Glendale, or FLAG 
schools.

At its December 13, 2011 meeting, the Board of Education received a $104,212 check from 
the Glendale Educational Foundation (GEF), the community nonprofi t that supports GUSD 
programs in GEF’s three areas of focus: visual and performing arts; health and fi tness; 
and science and technology. “Every school will receive a portion of the money, based on a 

Program continues to bring accolades
to Glendale language magnet school

Dual immersion students show their ISA certifi cates as Toll Middle 
School principal Bill Card (standing far left) and Edison Elementary 
principal Carmen Labrecque (standing in front of Card) pose with 
them. Representatives from the Spanish Embassy’s Ministry of 
Education join the group.

GEF’s unwavering support to Glendale schools

From left to right: Glendale Educational Foundation Executive 
Director Susan Hunt and Chair Laurel Patric.

formula of $4 per enrolled student, to spend on the physi-
cal education equipment most needed at the school,” GEF 
Chair Laurel Patric told the Board.
For the past three years, the GEF makes on-going dona-
tions of $25,000 for bus transportation supporting the 
Middle School After School Sports program.
“This year, our focus is Visual and Performing Arts,” Patric 
said. The GEF has a goal of raising $500,000 to purchase 
musical instruments for elementary schools.
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AWARD-WINNING ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Glenoaks Elementary School has a young reader-friendly new library, thanks to 
the dedicated parents of the Glenoaks Elementary School Foundation (GESF).
“The library was in disarray,” GESF president Karen Veloz said. “It’s been 
our dream to move the library, and to make it more relevant. New books have 
been paired to needs of current students, while old and tattered books were 
discarded.
The library was previously housed in a portable, Principal Kristine Siegal said. 
The Foundation undertook fundraising -- including an auction, gala and other 
events -- that earned $40,000. More than $32,000 was invested in direct costs 
such as books and shelves. Together with 2,500 volunteer work hours, the 
Foundation provided a value of about $85,000, directed to the library project.

The Lincoln Elementary Lions had a roaring memorable Red Ribbon Week 
presentation October 21 when drug crime fi ghting units from the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Agency (DEA) and Glendale Police Department (GPD) landed in 
the school fi eld. All eyes were glued to demonstration units on-site, including 
the DEA mobile crime lab and helicopter and the GPD K9 unit, coordinated with 
assistance of a parent with ties to one of the DEA presenters.

The Glendale Unifi ed School District (GUSD) offers families 
many choices for their child’s education. GUSD’s three Elemen-
tary Magnet Schools (Thomas Edison Advanced Technology 
and Spanish FLAG Magnet, Benjamin Franklin International 
Foreign Language Academy, and Mark Keppel Visual and 
Performing Arts and Korean Language FLAG) and fi ve non-
magnet FLAG sites (Thomas Jefferson, Monte Vista, John 
Muir, Verdugo Woodlands, and RD White elementary schools) 
offer opportunities for students to participate in learning where 
technology, visual and performing arts, and/or one of seven 
languages (Armenian, French, German, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, or Spanish) is integrated into the curriculum on a daily 
basis.
Magnet program admission is conducted through a randomized 
student selection process. Parents must submit an application 
online or in person no later than 4:30 p.m. on January 27, 2012 
in order to be considered for the program lottery.  School tours 
are required. For more information and to apply, go to:
www.gusdapplicant.net.
FLAG program admission is completed through a prioritized 
application process. For more information and to tour FLAG 
sites, contact the school sites directly, or call 818-241-3111, ext. 
649.
Families living outside of the Glendale Schools area are 
welcome to apply.

Glendale Schools’ Elementary Magnet and 
foreign language programs

FLAG:
Foreign
Language
Academies of
Glendale

Glendale’s
Elementary 
Magnet
Schools:

Edison
Franklin
Keppel

Glenoaks Elementary dedicates new library

Above, Glenoaks library patrons eagerly watch while the 
ribbon is cut. Right, Glenoaks students selecting books are 
being assisted by parent volunteer Amelia Frinier.

Lincoln Elementary ‘visited’ by DEA and GPDHealthy Start continues to help families

Hundreds of toys were collected by GUSD schools early in December and 
distributed to appreciative families through the District’s Healthy Start program.
With 86 families on the needs list, and with an average of three kids per family, 
more than 270 children received gifts as a result of the toy drive, said Healthy 
Start Lead Case Manager Anna Stepanian.
“We’re all Santa’s helpers,” said Case Worker Diana Hill.
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OUTSTANDING SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Laurenne Babayan of Glendale High 
School was elected by her peers to 
serve as the Student Member of the 
Board of Education for the 2011-2012 
school year. She was chosen by the 
Student Advisory Council (SAC), made 
up of student leaders from the fi ve 
GUSD high schools. Laurenne was 
sworn in at the October 4, 2001, Board 
meeting.

Clark Magnet High School 
launched a new underwater 
robot, named “Johnny Lex,” 
in honor of Johnny Harrison, 
vice president and general 
manager of Lexus of Glendale 
and a benefactor of the school’s 
specialized science programs. 
The launch ceremony was held 
at Clark Magnet High School on 
November 29, 2011.
“Johnny Lex” is a joint project 
with the Ventura County Sher-
riff’s Department, who provided 
the robot’s manipulator arm. The 
robot is also used, as needed, 
by the Ventura County Sheriff 
and Search and Rescue teams. 
Teacher Dominique Evans-
Bye and the Marine Science 
Research class launched the 
new ROV on its fi rst Pacifi c 
Ocean mission on November 
30, 2011, as part of continu-
ing studies of the proliferation 
of species in marine protected 
areas of the Channel Islands.

The Glendale High (GHS) Nitros have 
a new head football coach! John Tuttle, 
who last year was a varsity assistant 
coach under former coach Alan Eber-
hart, steps up to the big chair. After 
years of assistant coaching at San 
Marino, Temple City and Duarte, Tuttle 
came to Glendale in 2010 as a PE 
teacher and coach of the frosh squad.

New student board 
member is sworn in

Laurenne Babayan (right) with Glendale High 
ASB advisor Mary Hazlett (left).

Hundreds of high school and college age musicians audition, 
but few are chosen for the honor of marching with the Pasadena 
City College Tournament of Roses Honor Band. Glendale Unifi ed 
Schools provided 11 exceptional musicians -- including two “herald 
trumpeters,” who played the long horns that announced the Rose 
Court fl oat as the Queen and Princesses rode in the Rose Parade.
From Crescenta Valley High School: Madison Artis, trombone 
(her second time); Weston Foote, tuba; Aaron Hancock, baritone 
sax; Riley Scott, trumpet; and Mac Wright, herald trumpet. From 
Glendale High School: Melia Badalian, mellophone; Alec Moura-
dian, clarinet; Jonathan Sie, trombone; Trevor Fritz, trumpet; and 
Garrett Fritz, trombone. From Hoover High School: Josh Briggs, 
herald trumpet.

Glendale students perform in
Rose Parade honor band

Meet GHS Coach Tuttle

Coach John Tuttle (left) is introduced by 
GUSD Superintendent Dr. Richard Sheehan 
(right). Dr. Sheehan himself was an award-
winning football coach.

Clark Magnet dedicates new marine robot; 
honors community benefactor

From left to right: Clark student Aris Avedisian, Johnny 
Harrison, Clark student Steven Kechichian, Clark prin-
cipal Doug Dall, and Clark teacher specialist Maral 
Guarino witness, the robot maneuvers in the pool.

Glendale High Athletics Department recognized nine ‘legends’ of foot-
ball, eight former Glendale High players and one coach. From left: Jaiya 
Figueras, Alberto Ocon, Brett Miller, Skip Hudson, Max Ocon, former 
Coach Don Shoemaker, Ignacio Guerra, and seated, Tod Thompson.

‘Legends’ honored at Battle for the Bell

Hoover High staff show their purple pride at the traditional spirit rallies on 
Big Game Day, November 10, 2011.

Glendale’s fall classic is the 
annual “Battle for the Victory 
Bell,” the joint homecom-
ing football game for both 
Glendale and Hoover high 
schools.

Both schools pull out all 
the stops, celebrating their 
school pride as part of this 
80-year old tradition.

Defending their possession 
of the Bell, the Glendale 
Nitros took an early lead 
but had to fi ght hard against 
a late Hoover Tornadoes 
surge. GHS won, 55-42, in 
the highest scoring game in 
the rivalry’s storied history.
As part of the pre-game 
festivities, Glendale High 
honored several of its 
“Legends of the Fall,” recog-
nizing  past players and a 
coach who represent athletic 
excellence and accomplish-
ment after high school.
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WORLD CLASS EDUCATORS AND STRONG COMMUNITY SUPPORT

The mission of the Glendale Unifi ed School District’s (GUSD) Food Services Department is to provide a nutritious, quality meal 
program for students and staff consistent with the high quality and standards that represent our District. In 2010-2011, GUSD 

Auditors performing their annual analy-
sis of GUSD balance sheets reporting 
“no fi ndings” -- a clean bill of health 
and a solid affi rmation of District 
accounting.
The rare statement, by the fi rm of 
Vicenti Lloyd Stutzman LLP, means 
the auditors found all documentation in 
order during its review of the General 
Fund, other major funds and fi nancial 
statements.
“It’s a refl ection of the diligence of 
the Finance and Business Services 
staff,” said Comptroller Mike Lee. Solid 
accounting “is done every day through-
out the year.”

Offerings from the Crescenta Valley High  
cafeteria, from left, hamburger and veggie 
burger plates from the Falcon Grill; soups, 
salads, rice bowls, and chicken plates.

Food Services served over 1 million breakfasts, 2.4 million lunches, and 200,000 
snacks. On a typical day, 18,000-20,000 meals are served.
We offer a vegetarian entrée every day, as well as salad bars at all of our schools. 
At the secondary schools, we offer a wide range of choices that includes: grilled 
burgers, chicken, vegetarian burgers, made-to-order sandwiches, soup in bread 
bowls, carving stations, wok stations, taco bars and pasta bars.
Every year, during National Nutrition Month (March), one elementary school hosts 
the A to Z Salad Bar, where every letter of the alphabet is represented by a fruit or 
vegetable. Students are encouraged to try new produce by fi lling up their plates with 
items from the colorful salad bar.
Every month, a fruit or vegetable is featured by providing teachers with nutrition 
facts about the selected produce, a recipe featuring that item, and the ingredients 
needed to prepare the recipe for their students. That same recipe is then served in 
the cafeterias. New menus served this year are: Spicy Grapefruit, Cool Kiwi Kebab, 

Learning new fl avors is part of Food Services’ menu choices District’s fi nances get 
a clean bill of health

GUSD’s fi nance team.

At the November 15 Board meeting, the Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation presented 
musical instruments to Glendale High School (GHS).
The Foundation was founded by fi lm score composer Michael Kamen, who wrote 
the music for the 1996 fi lm, “Mr. Holland’s Opus,” about an inspirational high school 
band teacher. The Foundation provides support for school music programs.
Grant Director Peter Gordon, of the Berklee School of Music, complimented GHS 
Principal Dr. Deb Rinder for “a school that values its visual and performing arts.”

Glendale High receives musical instrument 
gifts from Mr. Holland’s Opus Foundation

Gordon also saluted band direc-
tor Amy Rangel for an impres-
sive music program.
The foundation gave the school 
two trombones, two alto saxo-
phones, one cello, one string 
bass, one tenor saxophone, 
one baritone horn, and $3,400 
to be used for instrument repair 
-- a combined value of about 
$20,000.

From left: Peter Gordon, GHS 
marching band drum majors Alec 
Mouradian and Jonathan Sie, 
Programs Director Tricia Steel, 
Amy Rangel, and Dr. Deb Rinder.

“I feel like I’m in the greatest job in the world,” said Glendale Unifi ed School District 
Teacher of the Year Gerald Sharp, a fi fth-grade teacher at John Marshall Elemen-
tary School. “I get to be around growing minds. It’s wondrous.” He began teaching 
in GUSD at Horace Mann Elementary in 1989; he came to Marshall in 1998.
“I really see every kid as a possibility. You never know who is going to break out and 
shine,” Sharp said. He describes using time-tested skills like hand-written notes to 
help students express and feel ownership of their thoughts on lessons, and using 
puppets to help shy children come out of their shells.
“I want them to fi nd joy in their work,” he said, and embrace the responsibilities his 
students will face as they step up to middle school. Mr. Sharp was recognized as 
Glendale’s Teacher of the Year by the Los Angeles County Offi ce of Education at a 
banquet last spring.

Glendale Schools’ Teacher of the Year

Green Beans in a Blanket, Dig into 
Roots, and Apple Smash Ups.
Elementary school menus are a joint 
effort between students and staff.  Every 
month a class is selected to taste test 
new recipes and give Food Services 
feedback on what students want on their 
menus.


